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A population and housing census 
is a complete count of all persons 
and dwelling structures in the 
country at a specific time.

Namibia will conduct census from 
18 September until 03 November 
2023.
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A Population and Housing 
Census (PHC) gives us the total 
number of persons and 
housing types and their 
characteristics, in every 
region, constituency, town, and 
village in the country. 
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The Census is the only source that 
provides detailed information on 
migration patterns, education, 
persons with disabilities, 
employment and unemployment, 
fertility, and mortality figures, and 
other issues critical for planning.

Census data helps Government 
in planning for social services, as 
well as private sector businesses, 
international bodies, including 
Development Partners and 
Non-Governmental Organizations.

Census data is used to assess 
National Developments Plans 
(NDPs), Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) as set indicators for 
development in Namibia.

Census data gives planners, an 
accurate picture of how many 
people live in the country, their 
living conditions and access to 
basic services, this will indicate 
what resources are needed in 
terms of education, healthcare, 
housing, transport, employment 
etc. 
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HOW DO I KNOW THAT THE 
PERSON AT MY DOOR IS FROM 
NSA?
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If your household has not been 
counted by the 06 October 2023 
you can contact us before the 
13th October 2023, on ... or email 
2023-census@nsa.org.na 
alternatively visit any NSA regional 
office to make an appointment for 
an enumerator to visit your 
household and administer the 
questionnaire.
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Stickers will be placed in a 
prominent area in your home 
to show it has been counted. It 
is thus encouraged households 
ensure that these stickers are not 
removed during the entire census 
period. 
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Through Post Enumeration Survey 
(PES) – the NSA official will use 
information on the sticker placed 
in your household, to allow 
matching of census questionnaire 
with the PES questionnaire to 
ensure that information was 
accurately captured.
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Over a period of 10 years a 
country or household may 
experience significant chang-
es. The number of people and 
living conditions will have changed 
as well. The census will obtain an 
accurate picture of how things are 
now, as compared to 2011 or the 
last time there was a count.
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The NSA conducts a de facto 
census, which means we count 
people who are within the borders 
of the country on the census night 
(24 September 2023). Anyone who 
was in the country before midnight 
on 24 September 2023 is counted; 
anyone who enters the country on 
25 September 2023 is not. E.g., 
babies born before midnight 24 
September 2023 are counted 
while those born on 25 September 
2023 are not.

IF I AM OUT OF THE COUNTRY 
ON CENSUS NIGHT, WILL I BE 
COUNTED?
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Anyone who slept in the dwelling 
on the night of the 24 September 
2023 will be counted as part of that 
household. However, Persons 
who were working night shift, 
travelling, or attending an event such 
as burial or weddings on the night of 
the 24 September 2023 should be 
counted as part of their usual 
household

Our field staff are trained and authorized 
to ask whether a person was present 
in the household on the night of the 24 
September 2023. If they were not, they 
would not be counted

IF I HAVE VISITORS ON THE NIGHT 
OF THE 24 SEPTEMBER 2023,SHOULD 
THEY BE COUNTED AS PART OF MY 
HOUSEHOLD?

HOW CAN YOU BE SURE THAT THE PERSON 
WHO SLEPT HERE ON THE 24 SEPTEMBER2023, 
WHO IS NOT PART OF THIS HOUSEHOLD, IS 
NOT COUNTED WHERE THEY USUALLY LIVE?
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If you return to your place of 
residence on 25 September 2023, 
meaning you did not sleep over 
at another dwelling (e.g., hotel, 
caravan park, someone else’s 
residence), and you were not 
counted at any of the roadblocks 
you will be counted at your place of 
residence.
Example: Someone travelling from 
Katima Mulilo to Windhoek on 24 
September 2023, who left Katima 
Mulilo mid-afternoon on this day, 
travelled directly to Windhoek with-
out sleeping over at a venue on the 
way, and arrived in Windhoek on 25 
September 2023, will be counted at 
their Windhoek residence on 
census night.

We can schedule an appointment 
with you as early as possible, please 
contact the call Centre on Tel: 061- 
431- with your details. Your details 
will be forwarded to the relevant 
regional office, who will send a 
fieldworker to enumerate your 
household before you leave.

I AM AT HOME ON 24 SEPTEMBER 2023 BUT 
WILL BE LEAVING SHORTLY AFTER THAT AND 
ONLY RETURNING AFTER ENUMERATION 
ENDS ON, HOW DO I ENSURE I AM COUNTED?
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This information identifies the 
standard of living and is used to 
generate economic and social 
indicators.

Should you have any further questions and comments 
about Census or how to access publications please 
contact us on, Call Centre Tel: 061-431  or email us at 
2023-census@nsa.org.na  or visit our website https://
nsa.org.na/ 






